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"The spirit of the
Lord God is 
upon me..."
Isaiah 61:1 



" T h e r e  w a s  a  m a n  s e n t  b y  G o d ,  w h o s e  n a m e  w a s  J o h n .  H e  c a m e  a s  a  w i t n e s s  t o

t e l l  t h e  w o r l d  a b o u t  t h e  l i g h t ,  s o  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  b e l i e v e .  J o h n  w a s  n o t

t h e  l i g h t ,  b u t  o n l y  a  w i t n e s s  t o  t e l l  o t h e r s  a b o u t  t h e  l i g h t .  J o h n  w a s  b a p t i z i n g

p e o p l e  n e a r  t h e  J o r d a n  R i v e r .  O n e  d a y  t h e  P h a r i s e e s  s e n t  p r i e s t s  a n d  l e v i t e s  t o

a s k  J o h n ,  ‘ W h o  a r e  y o u ? ’  H e  t o l d  t h e m  v e r y  c l e a r l y ,  ‘ I  a m  n o t  t h e  M e s s i a h . ’  T h e n

t h e y  a s k e d  h i m ,  ‘ A r e  y o u  a  p r o p h e t ? ’  J o h n  s a i d ,  ‘ N o ,  I  a m  n o t . ’  F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  s a i d

t o  h i m ,  ‘ T e l l  u s  w h o  y o u  a r e ,  s o  w e  c a n  g i v e  s o m e  a n s w e r  t o  t h o s e  w h o  s e n t  u s .

W h a t  d o  y o u  s a y  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f ? ’  J o h n  t o l d  t h e m ,  ‘ I  a m  t h e  o n e  t h e  P r o p h e t

I s a i a h  w r o t e  a b o u t .  I  a m  ‘ t h e  v o i c e  i n  t h e  d e s e r t ,  p r o c l a i m i n g :  M a k e  a  s t r a i g h t

p a t h  f o r  o u r  G o d ! ’  T h e n  t h e y  a s k e d  J o h n ,  ‘ I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  t h e  M e s s i a h  a n d  n o t

t h e  p r o p h e t ,  w h y  d o  y o u  b a p t i z e ? ’  J o h n  a n s w e r e d ,  ‘ I  b a p t i z e  

w i t h  w a t e r .  b u t  t h e  o n e  I  a m  t e l l i n g  y o u  a b o u t  i s  w i t h  

y o u  n o w  b u t  y o u  d o  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  h i m .  I  a m  n o t  

e v e n  w o r t h y  t o  u n t i e  h i s  s a n d a l . ’ ”

T h i s  i s  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  o f  t h e  L o r d .  
N o v a l i s .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  S u n d a y  B o o k  o f  R e a d i n g s  A d a p t e d  f o r  C h i l d r e n ,  

Y e a r  B .  O u t r e m o n t ,  Q u e b e c :  N o v a l i s .

1. How do you think John the Baptist knew that there was another coming after him who was

"more worthy"? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think John the Baptist's actions during the time of Jesus, are important to our

faith today? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Cronin, G. (2003). Celebrating the Gospels. Missouri, United States of America: Ligouri Publications.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 28, 19-27 

What Do You Think?

"I baptize with water, but the one I am
telling you about is with you now but

you do not recognize him"
John 1:27 

Brainstorm:
What can you be joyful for this

week and the rest of the weeks

leading up to Christmas? We have

so many things to be thankful for

and happy about every day! Make a

small list of the things that bring

you joy every day and put it near

your bed so that you can look at it

and be reminded before bed or

when you wake up!
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Activity: Bible Verse Scramble

Food For Thought:
Did you know that in addition to the

three purple candles and one pink

candle in the Advent Wreath, some

people also have a white candle in

the middle? What do you think this

white candle would represent? This

white candle is meant to represent

purity. It is sometimes called the

Christ Candle, and can also be lit

during Christmas or even on the Eve

or day of Jesus' birthday!
https://mycatholickids.com/the-advent-wreath-light-in-darkness/

" R e j o i c e  a l w a y s ,  p r a y
w i t h o u t  c e a s i n g ,  g i v e

t h a n k s  i n  a l l
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  f o r  t h i s

i s  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  i n
C h r i s t  J e s u s  f o r  y o u "
1  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  5 : 2 3
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S c h e e r ,  L o i s ,  a n d  B e c k ,  S a l l y .  ( 2 0 1 1 ) .  A d v e n t  P r a y e r s  a n d  P r o m i s e s .  U S A :  C r e a t i v e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  P a r i s h .



Third Week of Advent: Joy 

"Restore us again,
O God of our
salvation..." 

Psam 85
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T h i s  w e e k ,  w e  l i g h t  t h e  t h i r d  c a n d l e  o n  t h e  A d v e n t  W r e a t h .  D o  y o u  k n o w

w h a t  c o l o u r  i s  f o r  t h i s  w e e k ?  F o r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  w e e k s  w e  h a v e  l i t  p u r p l e

c a n d l e s ,  a n d  t h i s  w e e k ,  w e  l i g h t  t h e  o n l y  p i n k  c a n d l e !  D u r i n g  m o s t  o f  A d v e n t

t h e  p r i e s t  a n d  d e a c o n s  w e a r  p u r p l e  a t  M a s s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h i s  p i n k  c a n d l e ,  t h e

p r i e s t  a n d  d e a c o n s  w i l l  w e a r  p i n k !  T h i s  S u n d a y  i s  c a l l e d  G a u d e t e  S u n d a y .  T h e

p i n k  c a n d l e  i s  m e a n t  t o  r e m i n d  u s  o f  j o y !  I f  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s

s t o r y ,  y o u  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  A n g e l s  a p p e a r e d  t o  t h e  s h e p h e r d s ,  t e l l i n g

t h e m  a b o u t  J e s u s  a n d  t h i s  b r i n g s  t h e m  " g r e a t  j o y " !  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e

r e m e m b e r  t o  b e  j o y f u l  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s  b e c a u s e  o f  w h a t  w e  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r !  W e

a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  J e s u s '  b i r t h ,  s o  e v e n  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  o u r  s t r u g g l e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o

m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  b e  j o y f u l  a b o u t !  C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  t i m e ,  a n d  w e  a r e

v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d a y  o f  J e s u s '  b i r t h !  I t  i s  o n l y  1 1  d a y s  u n t i l  C h r i s t m a s  E v e !

I n s t e a d  o f  w a i t i n g  j u s t  f o r  p r e s e n t s  a n d  g o o d  f o o d  o n  C h r i s t m a s ,  h o w  c a n  y o u

g e t  r e a d y  f o r  J e s u s '  b i r t h d a y ?  
h t t p s : / / m y c a t h o l i c k i d s . c o m / t h e - a d v e n t - w r e a t h - l i g h t - i n - d a r k n e s s /

C o l o u r  t h i s

w r e a t h  a n d  t h e

f i r s t  t h r e e

c a n d l e s  f o r  t h e

t h i r d  w e e k  o f

A d v e n t !  

Let's Pray:
" G i v e  m e  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  y o u r

v o i c e  a n d  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  o p e n  m y

h e a r t  t o  t h e  g r a c e s  y o u  a r e  o f f e r i n g  m e

t o  p l a c e  m y  t r u s t  i n  y o u . "

A m e n
A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  T o r o n t o


