Faculty Spotlight

Dr. Robert Ventresca

Dr. Robert Ventresca ‘93 Interim
. Academic Dean, completed his
e undergraduate studies at King's
and went on to complete his
MA and PhD degrees in History
at the University of Toronto. He
is a Member of the Committee
on Ethics, Religion and the
Holocaust at the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. and is
also a member of the Royal Society of Canada’s
College of New Scholars, Artists and Scientists.

He is the author and editor of three books
including, most recently, the award-winning
Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII (Harvard
University Press, 2013).

Dr. Ventresca's research and teaching explore
the role of religion in European fascism, as well
as religious involvement in the Holocaust with a
special focus on the Catholic Church.

Dr. Antonio Calcagno

Dr. Antonio Calcagno is Full
Professor of Philosophy.

He received his MA at the
University of Louvain (Belgium)
and his PhD at the University

of Guelph. He is a member of
the Royal Society of Canada’s
College of New Scholars, Artists,
and Scientists.

His most recent books include On Political
Impasse: Power, Resistance, and New Forms of
Selfhood (Bloomsbury Press, 2022) and Lived
Experience from the Inside Out: Social and Political
Philosophy in Edith Stein (Pittsburg, Duquesne,
2014), which won the Edward Goodwin Ballard
Book Prize in Phenomenology in 2014.

Dr. Calcagno's research and teaching focus on
recent European philosophy and social and
political thought.
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History
Dr. Graham Broad: War and Society Studies

(PhD, Western Ontario)
Dr. Mark Sholdice: 20th-century Canadian and US
palitical history (PhD, Guelph)

Dr. Robert A. Ventresca: Modern Europe; Church-
State relations (PhD, Toronto). Member of the
College of the Royal Society of Canada.

Foundations in The
New Liberal Arts

¥

Literature, Music, and Culture Studies

Dr. Claudia Clausius: Comparative Literature, Art
History, Critical Theory (PhD, Toronto)

Dr. Katharina Clausius: (Guest Lecturer from
the Université de Montréal): Politics of Aesthetics,
Music, Intermedial Studies (PhD, University of
Cambridge)

Philosophy

Dr. Antonio Calcagno: Renaissance and
Contemporary European Philosophy

(PhD, Guelph). Member of the College of the Royal
Society of Canada.

Prof. John Heng: Bioethics, Philosophy of Science,
Disability Studies (MA, Toronto)

1: the cultivation of a
global perspective
2: a desire for universal
understanding
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What is King's Foundations in
The New Liberal Arts?

One of King's signature programs,
Foundations in The New Liberal Arts (TNLA)
lets you explore culture, history, literature,
philosophy, and politics in one coordinated
curriculum where you are free to direct your
own learning. TNLA actively encourages
your creativity and individuality to tackle the
complexities of the contemporary world. We
want to cultivate your voice, your ideas, your
plans.

In the tradition of liberal arts programs at
prestigious universities around the world,
this program offers a critical 21st century
perspective of the major events that have
shaped our world, the powerful ideas

that have changed how we think, and the
radical books that have explored the human
experience.

What Will | Study?

A plurality of ideas. People. Books. Culture.
The greatest leaders and advocates. The
most radical thinkers and doers. The
experimenters. The arguers. The individuals
who dared to speak out and act up.

How is TNLA Unique?

TNLA's integrated program coordinates
assignments and tests to give you fewer due dates
and less stress. A senior student Mentor will help
you navigate your first year. Frequent field trips get
you out of the classroom and into the world.

What will Foundations in The New
Liberal Arts prepare me for?

TNLA's three integrated courses give you the
entrance requirements for English, History, and
Philosophy, and other programs at King's and
Western. They also count for your Category A and
B and your essay course requirement for your
Western degree.

Aside from cultivating both broad and deep
knowledge, TNLA trains students in transferable
professional skills such as public speaking, hands-
on seminar and team-work experience, textual
analysis, and critical thinking and writing. You will
be ready for your senior courses and confident in
your future career choices.

What are the entrance requirements?

Admission into Foundations in The New Liberal Arts
requires ENG4U.

In our alumni’s words

“Foundations’ engaging lectures, close-knit
peer group, and the authentic mentorship
from professors shaped my university
education for the better. The professors were
always available to discuss my questions or
concerns and fully supported my learning.”

-- Braedan Lovie ‘21, French

“Taking the King's Foundation program was
the best choice of my education. The small
class size made it easy for me to make friends.
The all-star professors taught me everything
from Homer to Locke, and the course
structure allows for a tailor-made educational
experience. Enrolling in the Foundation
program was the best choice of my academic
career.”

-- Mattias Vanderley 20, Ivey Western 2022.

“My Foundations year was one of the best
years in my life. | made 18 best friends and
the class became my family. | understand so
much more of why the world is like it is today
thanks to what | learned in my Foundations
year... | wouldn't trade this experience

for anything. It was the best first year of
university | could have imagined.”

-- Emily Robinson “16, English Language and
Literature, Minor in History




