Faculty Bio - Dr. Liam Kennedy

Criminology

Dr. Liam Kennedy joined the Department of
Sociology at King’s in 2016. He believes that
King’s is an excellent place to be because of
the opportunities for mentorship it provides.
Dr. Kennedy currently teaches Introduction
to Criminology, Sociology of Corrections,
and Advanced Criminological Theory. He’s
also developing a course entitled Crime,
Punishment, and Popular Culture that will
explore how crime and punishment are
represented in film, television, music, and
other forms of pop culture as well as some of
the consequences of these depictions.
Broadly speaking, Dr. Kennedy’s research
aims to advance our understanding of the
daily lives and experiences of prisoners and to
critically examine the ways we talk about and
respond to crime, deviance, and offenders.
He has two projects currently on the go. In
the first, he and a colleague are analyzing
news media coverage of former Toronto
Mayor Rob Ford’s use of crack cocaine so as
to unpack our society’s ideas about addiction
and recovery. The other project investigates
the different ways that audiences interpret
and respond to crime media. Beyond that,
Dr. Kennedy plans to study how the aging of
the prisoner population impacts life inside
prisons.
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Why study Criminology at King’s?

What students have to say

Criminology is the study of legal and extralegal sanctions, including their effects
on individuals, the police, corrections,
the judiciary, the state, and social and
governmental reactions to it. The
Criminology program at King’s trains
students in public policy, institutions,
and critical skill building in data and
interpretation. The program creates skilled
communicators, researchers, and analysts
who can enter the working world as
imaginative thinkers with concrete technical
abilities, writing, and critical thinking
skills that are vital to being successful
professionals. Students in their first year
at King’s will take Sociology 1020, 1020W/X,
or 1021E in order to gain entry into a
Criminology module in their second year.

“Not only is King’s a reputable school, but it
provides students with opportunities that
are unique to a small campus. In my four
years of undergrad I had the chance to
work closely with faculty, which ultimately
enabled me to progress substantially in my
academics and extracurricular activities.
The skills I developed at King’s continue
to help me today as I’m completing my
last year of law school at Western Law. I
highly recommend King’s to any student
looking for a collegial environment that will
challenge you, inspire you, and ultimately
better you.”
Olivia Nisbet
’12 BA (Honors Specialization Criminology,
Minor Philosophy); JD Candidate 2017

Course Offerings
King’s offers an Honors Specialization,
Major and Minor in Criminology to which
students apply after completing first year.
King’s offers a variety of methods, research
and theory courses in Sociology and
Criminology. Some of the many popular
Criminology courses include:

Career Options
Few job titles say “criminologist,” but
graduates with this degree hold a wide
range of positions in the fields of business,
community affairs, government, social
research and teaching/education. Here are
just a few examples of the potential career
paths available:

•

Crime and Deviance in the Workplace

•

Crime, Punishment, and Popular Culture

•

Crimes of the Powerful

•

Drugs and Society

•

Family Conflict and Violence

•

Gangsters and the Mob

•

Global Health and Human Rights

•

Policing, Security, Surveillance

• Court Reporter

• Human rights

• Advertising

• Youth outreach

• Policy Analyst

• Foreign service

• Labour Relations

• Journalist

• Probation & Parole

• Police officer

•

Population Change in Canada

• Health Care Admin

• Victim Care Officer

•

Social Worlds of Drugs and Addiction

• Technical Writer

• Urban Planner

•

Sociology of Corrections

• Lawyer

• Demographer

•

Sociology of Deviance

•

Sociology of Law

•

Sociology of Terrorism

•

Violence in Cultural Perspective

•

Women in Crime

•

Youth and Conflict with the Law

• Gerontologist

“Studying criminology at King’s is a path
that has proven to be highly rewarding
and worthwhile. It is a program with
outstanding faculty who challenge their
students while addressing and exploring
pressing social issues, the realities of
crime, misconceptions, and methods of
prevention. The program is able to cater to
varying interests because it offers a wide
selection of courses. Conducting research,
theorizing, analyzing and critiquing various
works are examples of the practical skills
students enrolled in criminology learn
that enables them to thrive in a work
environment. I strongly recommend this
program to anyone who is passionate about
crime and eager to examine the challenges
surrounding crime that face our global
society today.”
Kristine Petitta
’16 BA (Honors Specialization Criminology,
Minor French Studies)
“Being an active member in the Canadian
Armed Forces, the Criminology program at
King’s has really propelled me to succeed
and better understand the real world. It
has provided me with a solid foundation
in which I can use to push myself further
in the field of law. Overall, enrolling in the
Criminology program at King’s is one of the
best decisions I ever made.”
Harris Syed
’17 BA Criminology (Major)

