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Dr. Robert Ventresca ‘93 completed his 
undergraduate studies at King’s and went on 
to complete his Masters and PhD degrees 
in History at the University of Toronto.  He 
returned to King’s in 2000 as a full-time 
member of faculty, and holds the title of 
Associate Professor of History.  

He is the author and editor of three books 
including, most recently, the award-winning 
Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII 
(Harvard University Press, 2013).  

Dr. Ventresca’s research and teaching 
explore the role of religion in European 
fascism, as well as religious involvement 
in the Holocaust with a special focus on 
the Catholic Church.  He is a Member of 
the Committee on Ethics, Religion and the 
Holocaust at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, D.C.  and is also a 
member of The Royal Society of Canada’s 
College of New Scholars, Artists and 
Scientists.

Faculty
History
Dr. Graham Broad: War and Society Studies   
(PhD, Western Ontario)  
Dr. Robert A. Ventresca: Modern Europe; 
Totalitarianism (PhD, Toronto)
Literature
Dr. Claudia Clausius: Modern Drama and Art; 
Critical Theory (PhD, Toronto)
Dr. Krista Lysack: 19th Century British Literature 
and Culture (PhD, Queen’s)
Philosophy
Dr. Antonio Calcagno: Renaissance and 
Contemporary European  Philosophy  
(PhD, Guelph)
Prof. John Heng: Bioethics, Philosophy of Science, 
Disability Studies (MA, Toronto)
Rhetoric
Prof. Jeremy Greenway: Twentieth Century  
Literature; Oral Discourse; Narrative Theory  
(PhD ABD, Western)
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What is King’s Foundations in 
Western Thought and Civilization? 
This interdisciplinary approach to first-
year studies lets you explore the Western 
tradition from three perspectives: History, 
Literature, and Philosophy. You’ll study the 
great events that have shaped the world, 
the great ideas that have changed how we 
think, and the great books that have defined 
the human experience. You’ll learn all those 
things you always wanted to know, and what 
you need to know to succeed.

Foundations in Western Thought and 
Civilization is for motivated students who 
want to spend their entry-year reading, 
writing, thinking, and talking about 
important ideas, human possibilities, and 
universal knowledge. 

What will I study? 

Great books.  Great ideas.
You’ll discover the richness and relevance of 
cultivating a discerning mind. You’ll have the 
chance to observe the humanistic tradition 
over the centuries, from Classical Antiquity 
to the Digital Age! 

Annual extracurricular activities include 
a trip to the Stratford Festival, a Medieval 
Feast in costume, a visit to the AGO and the 
symphony in Toronto.

Why take Foundations in Western 
Thought and Civilization?
It provides a solid foundation for an 
undergraduate degree that could position you 
to go on to any number of careers: graduate 
school, law, policy, journalism, Canadian 
foreign service, politics, teaching, to name only 
a few.

The diverse and rigorous curriculum of the 
Foundations program gives you an edge in 
second year and beyond.

What are the entrance 
requirements?
ENG4U. Foundations is a competitive, limited 
enrollment program. Meeting the minimum 
admission requirement to Kingʼs University 
College does not guarantee admission 
into Foundations in Western Thought and 
Civilization.

Testimonials
“In Foundations, I was able to look at 
subjects I’m passionate about and improve 
myself as a person. I enjoyed going on trips 
and developing my cultural knowledge. 
Overall, it is an incredible experience, one 
that I will hold with me throughout my 
university career.” 
			               Colleen Sousa 
 Year 2, Honors Double Major in History and 	
			          Religious Studies

“Participating in Foundations set me up for 
success throughout my time in university. 
Students are able to form close bonds and 
support each other. More than anything 
else, this program gave me the confidence 
to fearlessly research, ponder, and chat in 
order to better understand and contribute to 
my surroundings.” 
			    
				    Sam Boer ‘17

“I would recommend Foundations in 
Western Thought and Civilization to curious 
people. FY provides a thorough summary 
of major historical events, artistic works 
and philosophical concepts that inform the 
story of western culture. The coursework 
is engagingly geared towards cultivating 
analytical thought and developing one’s 
capacities for oral and written articulation. 
Foundations is an experience I would choose 
to do again. 10/10, would recommend. “
			                  Caleb Crowe  
  Year 1, Honors Specialization in Philosophy


